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One of IFAA’s projects, Young Climate Voices 
(YCV), is a research-based online platform that 
provides a space for new voices and 
intergenerational conversations about the 
social, economic and political consequences of 
climate change in Africa. 

Funded by the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, 
YCV describes itself as “citizen Journalists 
amplifying the voices of young people fighting 
climate change in South Africa.” Follow YCV 
on Instagram. 

The latest in the YVC Research Series are 
three research papers, with a fourth soon to 
follow. 

Dr Elkanah Babatunde warns of the 
growing crisis of e-waste dumping in the 
developing world. It is estimated that 75-80% of 
the e-waste collected in developed countries is 
transported to developing countries, particularly 
those in Asia and Africa, and dumped, often 
without controls to manage the risks to human 
life and the environment in those countries. 
The most affected demographic includes 
children, pregnant women, the elderly, people 
with disabilities, workers in the informal 
recycling sector, and waste scavengers. 

Élitz-Doris Okwudili writes about the severe 
impact of the increasingly frequent and 
devastating cyclones on the south and east coast 
of Africa, specifically Mozambique, Malawi and 
Zimbabwe. “Cyclones are the largest natural 
disaster to hit southern Africa in at least 20 years 
and have had a significant impact on millions 
of people,” she writes, adding that worst 
affected are children, the elderly, the sick and 
disabled. 

Cyclone Idai, which made landfall in 
Mozambique on 4 March 2019, unleashed 
torrential rains and violent winds that caused 
flash flooding, hundreds of fatalities, and 
extensive crop and property 
damage. Nearly 2.2 million people in 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi were 
impacted. 

In January 2022 Cyclone Ana killed at least 
38 people in Mozambique, displaced 49,214 people 
in Malawi and caused havoc in six provinces of 
eastern Zimbabwe. The focus for these 
countries, and others seriously impacted by 

climate change, is to urgently develop effective 
adaptation strategies. 

Gemma Field from Cape Town reviewed the 
growing threat of hunger insecurity in South 
Africa, where it was reported in 2020 that one 
in four children is chronically malnourished to 
the point of being noticeably stunted. 

In her paper she warns that agri- business 
exerts “a stranglehold on the nation’s food 
industry: having controlling interests 
throughout the supply chain means that they 
can dictate the terms of the market, and they use 
this to squeeze out small farmers, obstruct new 
entrants into ‘their’ markets and, worst of all, 
collude to raise the prices of essential foodstuff”. 
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